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[Abstract)

This paper aims to examine the personnel configuration, foreign policy
orientation, and the trajectory of U.S.-China relations during President
Donald Trump’s second term in office. In terms of structure, following
the introduction, the second section analyzes Trump’s team composition
in the White House as well as in the national security and economic-trade
domains, focusing on the characteristics and implications of his personnel
choices. The third section centers on the fundamental orientation and concrete
implementation of U.S. foreign policy, including the rearticulation of the
“America First” doctrine and the heightened importance of economic, trade,
tariff, and technology policies under Trump 2.0. The fourth section traces
the evolution of U.S.-China relations from the Trump 1.0 period through the
Biden administration and into the Trump 2.0 era, with particular attention
to the long-term strategic competition between the two powers, the bilateral
tariff and trade negotiations, as well as the Taiwan issue. Lastly, the paper
concludes with a summary of its main findings. Throughout this study, it
argues that during the Trump 2.0 period, loyalty to the president constitutes
the primary criterion in the composition of Trump’s national security and
economic-trade teams. Compared with his first term, the overall orientation
of U.S. foreign policy has become more explicitly mercantilist and more

overtly characterized by the “America First” approach, with an even stronger
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emphasis on the use of tariffs as a policy instrument. Driven by the objective
of maximizing U.S. national interests, Washington’s current China policy
continues to prioritize securing favorable outcomes in economic, trade, and

tariff negotiations.

Keywords: Trump 2.0, U.S. foreign policy, U.S.-China relation, reciprocal

tariffs, trade and economic negotiations
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